Monkeys!
A primate story
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Exhibition season 29 September 2018 - 28 January 2019.
Monkeys! is an innovative, immersive, multisensory visitor experience which presents an
international exhibition to Queensland audiences.
This child-friendly exhibition is designed to simulate the primates’ natural habitats, allow
students to make close observations and elicit inquiries and conversations that develop
scientific literacy.
We hope that your class or group enjoys the Monkeys! A primate story exhibition
experience. The following information has been prepared to help you get the most out of
your visit.
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Touring in association with
Nomad Exhibitions

Preparing for your visit
Teachers-only FREE preview: This opportunity allows teachers to preview the
exhibition with our compliments.
To redeem your free admission, please leave your school details with staff on entry.
Please note, this offer is not available during Queensland School and Public Holidays.
As the exhibition is timed sessions, your admission is at the discretion of the staff. A
small delay may be recommended at peak times or groups of multiple teachers.
Age suitability: Recommended for all ages, but ideal for children 5 to 12 years.
Curriculum relevance: Australian Curriculum links (P-12) are at the end of this
document.
Group size: To optimise your visit experience, sessions of 50 (students + adults) will be
scheduled. Large groups may be required to view the exhibition in rotations.
Our Booking Officer will coordinate your visit itinerary.
Duration of exhibition experience: Recommended 45 - 60 minutes.
This exhibition is a timed ticketed experience with entry at 20 - minute intervals.
Supervisors are asked to manage group movement and time, to ensure all exhibition
sections are explored.
Your session may include General Public visitors. We ask students and supervisors to
be mindful of others.
Supervisors are encouraged to liaise with staff at the exhibition entry or inside the
exhibition if any assistance is required.
Other Experiences: Free activities that support the exhibition themes will be offered in
the adjacent theatrette. Activities include a monkey mask, chalkboards and a short
screen presentation explaining why there are no monkeys in Australia.
Available 26 August 2018 – 12 March 2019.

Extra information about the exhibition


Visit the National Museums Scotland exhibition page for scrolling images and
clips about how the making of the exhibition.



Read the National Museum s Scotland fact pack for bite-sized information about
11 of the featured primates.

Booking your visit
Web: Go to Visiting with a School.
Submit the online booking form.
Phone: Queensland Museum Booking Office on 3840 7608 (8:15am to 3:30pm, Monday
- Friday).
Email: education@qm.qld.gov.au
Your Queensland Museum visit may include additional experiences such as SparkLab
visit or a Museum “general visit” (please indicate if these preferences apply).
Tickets:
Groups are invoiced post-visit for your convenience.
On the day of your visit. please present final numbers of adults and students/children to
staff upon arrival to Queensland Museum.

Type
Schools (incl booked Vac Care, Children’s groups, Home School
networks*)

Exhibition
ticket price
$10

*10+ ticketed children

Supervising Adults FREE within recommended ratios
Extra Adult
Extra Adult (Concession)
Children under 5
RECOMMENDED ADULT:STUDENT RATIOS
Pre-Prep - Prep = 1 adult free for every 3 students
Primary (years 1 – 6) = 1 adult free for every 5 students
Secondary (years 7 – 10) = 1 adult free for every 10 students
Senior Secondary (years 11 – 12) = 1 adult free for every 15 students

$12
$12
Free

Important points:


We recommend visiting schools and groups arrive a minimum of 15 minutes
ahead of their exhibition session.



A visitor route is designed to follow through each environment to evoke a distinct
journey.



Text panels are accessible and suitable for children aged 7+.
There are also large print labels available on request from the exhibition entry.



There are two zones featuring short films.



You are welcome to use cameras inside the exhibition, but please
turn off the flash as it can damage our specimens.



Food or drink is not permitted in any areas inside Queensland Museum.



Toilets are not available inside the exhibition but can be found on the same floor,
at each end of the building.



Some corridors in the exhibition are quite narrow so we recommend dividing your
class into smaller groups as you move through.



There is a soundscape so be aware that students will hear animal noises in the
exhibition.
Concealed speakers emit ambient noises such as a troupe of monkeys crashing
through trees, the echoing call of a howler monkey in the distance, the beeping of
car horns, the scream of a chainsaw and creaking of a falling tree.
Teachers are offered a free preview of the exhibition. To redeem this offer,
please leave your school details with staff on entry. Please note, this offer is not
available during Queensland School and Public Holidays.



The exhibition has fabric walls so please avoid touching or pressing against
them.



It is important to note that no monkeys were harmed to bring you this exhibition.
The specimens you will see were sourced from zoos (natural casualties that had
died in captivity). Sustainability and protecting endangered primates is a strong
theme throughout and a key take-home message of the exhibition.



Faith-based cultural groups are advised that section one of this exhibition
includes fossil hominins and describes associations between humans and
primates.

The exhibition
Monkeys! A primate story is arranged in four sections:
Why am I a primate? looks at primate diversity and a human’s place in it.
Adapted for life examines various adaptations including feeding and moving.
Monkey messages explores primate communication.
Social climbers describes at how primates interact with each other.
Primates Today focuses on threats and conservation.
Activities inside the exhibition


Match the objects in the cases with the fact files nearby on the wall. Pictures help
you identify each primate, and its country of origin, habitat and diet.



Fish for termites from a simulated termite mound, like a chimpanzee.
This challenge is timed and two participants can ‘fish’ at a time.



Explore interactive touch screens as you go around the exhibition.
Activities include design a primate and or visit a monkey supermarket to pick out
food.

Image © National Museums Scotland

During your visit
Co-ordinate your troupe to enjoy the following additional learning experiences outside
the Monkeys! exhibition:
Level 2 Theatrette
Free activities include a monkey mask, chalkboards and a short screen presentation
explaining why there are no monkeys in Australia.
Available 26 August 2018 – 12 March 2019.
Daily Discoveries – pop up experience
Holiday audiences and interstate schools may find the Discovery Centre touch trolley,
featuring a primate theme on the following dates.
Available 10:30am – 2:30pm
24 – 28 September, 2018
1 – 5 October, 2018

Level 4 Wild State
Compare the habitats, needs and behaviours of some of the primates you met in the
exhibition with Queensland’s own wildlife.
Observe arboreal (tree-dwelling) mammals from a rainforest habitat (look for
possums and Tree-kangaroos both sides of the wooden poles).
Compare their adaptations such as eyes, feet and tails with primates.
 What do they have in common with primates?
 What do they have that is different from primates?

Share collective nouns (group names) for animals you see.
Find animals that live in social (co-operative) groups, like many primates do.
 Do large populations always indicate that an animal is social?
 Do all social animals live in large numbers?
(Clue: Gliders, ants, anemonefish, dolphins, termites and finches and humans
are examples of animals that live in social groups found in Wild State)

Did you try fishing for termites? Can you name a primate with a physical
characteristic used like a fishing a tool? (Clue: it was a finger)
Many bird beaks and feet are adapted as specialised tools. Look for the Feeding and bill
shapes exhibit in the Sandy Mud flats habitat. Look for the following birds throughout
Wild State and predict how it uses it’s “tools” for feeding
 Australian Pelican
 Kingfisher (there are five species in Wild State)
 Red-necked Avocet
 Southern Cassowary
 White Bellied Sea Eagle
 Palm Cockatoo

Consider the primate calls you heard in Monkeys!
Listen for soundscapes in different parts of Wild State.
 What animals could be making those sounds?
 What do you think they are trying to communicate?

After your visit
Suggested follow up experiences include:


Find out which primate you are, by taking The National Museums Scotland quiz
http://www.nms.ac.uk/explore/games/which-primate-are-you/



Choose a primate that you learned about during your visit. Write a story about a
day (or night) in their life.



Play our online game Monkeys! A Primate Story Lunch. This game was based
on ideas and drawings by pupils in class P4W at Trinity Primary School in
Edinburgh.
Can you feed all the primates the correct food, avoiding the Venus Fly Traps?
http://www.nms.ac.uk/explore/games/monkey-business-lunch/



Think about the last part of the exhibition. What were the messages? Give
primates a voice by having a class discussion about what you, your class or your
community can do to help to protect some of our most endangered primates.
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Monkeys! A primate story
Australian Curriculum links P-12
SCIENCE
TEACHERS PLEASE NOTE: A Museum visit and exhibition provides students with
authentic, in-action examples of Science Inquiry Skills and Science as a Human Endeavour.
Application of the SIS Communicating sub-strand can be explored in the media and modes
of communicating scientific data, information, stories and key messages.
PREP
Biological sciences



Living things have basic needs, including food and water (ACSSU002)

YEAR 1
Biological sciences



Living things have a variety of external features (ACSSU017)

YEAR 3
Biological sciences


Living things can be grouped on the basis of observable features and can be
distinguished from non-living things (ACSSU044)

YEAR 4
Biological sciences


Living things depend on each other and the environment to survive (ACSSU073)

YEAR 5
Science
Understandinghttp://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACSHE083
Biological sciences


Living things have structural features and adaptations that help them to survive in
their environment (ACSSU043)

Science as a Human Endeavour
Use and influence of science


Scientific knowledge is used to solve problems and inform personal and community
decisions (ACSHE083)

YEAR 6
Science Understanding
Biological sciences


The growth and survival of living things are affected by physical conditions of their
environment (ACSSU094)

Use and influence of science


Scientific knowledge is used to solve problems and inform personal and community
decisions (ACSHE100)

YEAR 7
Science Understanding
Biological sciences


Classification helps organise the diverse group of organisms (ACSSU111)



Interactions between organisms, including the effects of human activities can be
represented by food chains and food webs (ACSSU112)

Science as a Human Endeavour
Nature and development of science


Scientific knowledge has changed peoples’ understanding of the world and is refined
as new evidence becomes available (ACSHE119)



Science knowledge can develop through collaboration across the disciplines of
science and the contributions of people from a range of cultures (ACSHE223)

Use and influence of science


Solutions to contemporary issues that are found using science and technology, may
impact on other areas of society and may involve ethical considerations (ACSHE120)

YEAR 8
Science Understanding
Biological sciences


Multi-cellular organisms contain systems of organs carrying out specialised functions
that enable them to survive and reproduce (ACSSU150)

Science as a Human Endeavour
Nature and development of science


Scientific knowledge has changed peoples’ understanding of the world and is refined
as new evidence becomes available (ACSHE134)



Science knowledge can develop through collaboration across the disciplines of
science and the contributions of people from a range of cultures (ACSHE226)

Use and influence of science


Solutions to contemporary issues that are found using science and technology, may
impact on other areas of society and may involve ethical considerations (ACSHE135)

YEAR 9
Science Understanding
Biological sciences


Ecosystems consist of communities of interdependent organisms and abiotic
components of the environment; matter and energy flow through these systems
(ACSSU176)

Science as a Human Endeavour
Use and influence of science


Values and needs of contemporary society can influence the focus of scientific
research (ACSHE228)

YEAR 10
Science Understanding
Biological sciences


The theory of evolution by natural selection explains the diversity of living things and
is supported by a range of scientific evidence (ACSSU185)

Science as a Human Endeavour
Use and influence of science


Values and needs of contemporary society can influence the focus of scientific
research (ACSHE230)

YEAR 11 BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES
Unit 1 Biodiversity and the interconnectedness of life
Science Inquiry Skills


Interpret a range of scientific and media texts, and evaluate processes, claims and
conclusions by considering the quality of available evidence; and use reasoning to
construct scientific arguments (ACSBL005)

Science as a Human Endeavour



The use of scientific knowledge is influenced by social, economic, cultural and ethical
considerations (ACSBL011)



Scientific knowledge can be used to develop and evaluate projected economic,
social and environmental impacts and to design action for sustainability (ACSBL014)

Science Understanding Describing biodiversity
International biodiversity protection
 International agreements about biodiversity protection, such as the World Heritage
Convention, are based on the premise that local, regional and international
biodiversity represent a global resource, vital for human survival, that should be
maintained for future generations (ACSBL008).


The World Heritage Convention is designed to ensure the protection of natural and
cultural heritage and encourage international cooperation in the conservation of
biodiversity. Sites are selected as natural World Heritage based on a range of
criteria, including, but not limited to, conservation of biodiversity (ACSBL011).



Selected sites are monitored to ensure continued integrity, protection and
management, including evaluation of projected economic, social and environmental
impacts on the site (ACSBL014).



Within the international scientific community, methods and findings related to
biodiversity monitoring and analysis are shared through peer reviewed articles in
international journals (ACSBL014).

Biodiversity targets


Setting agreed biodiversity targets has been proposed as one way to achieve
positive international action towards biodiversity conservation and encourage
accountability (ACSBL008).



Setting such targets requires a broad range of scientific knowledge in gathering data,
identifying indicators and ensuring that measurement is valid and reliable and will
inform improved ecosystem management (ACSBL009).



The 2010 Biodiversity Target was endorsed by the World Summit on Sustainable
Development and aimed to achieve a significant reduction in the rate of biodiversity
loss at global, regional and national levels. Measurement of attainment of this target
required international agreement regarding baseline data, acceptable timescales,
acceptable rates and appropriate measures for monitoring and evaluating the rate of
biodiversity loss (ACSBL008).



Biodiversity includes the diversity of species and ecosystems; measures of
biodiversity rely on classification and are used to make comparisons across spatial
and temporal scales (ACSBL015)



Biological classification is hierarchical and based on different levels of similarity of
physical features, methods of reproduction and molecular sequences (ACSBL016)



Biological classification systems reflect evolutionary relatedness between groups of
organisms (ACSBL017)



Most common definitions of species rely on morphological or genetic similarity or the
ability to interbreed to produce fertile offspring in natural conditions – but, in all
cases, exceptions are found (ACSBL018)



Ecosystems are diverse, composed of varied habitats and can be described in terms
of their component species, species interactions and the abiotic factors that make up
the environment (ACSBL019)



Relationships and interactions between species in ecosystems include predation,
competition, symbiosis and disease (ACSBL020)

Science Understanding Ecosystem dynamics
Keystone species and conservation
 Species or populations, including those of microorganisms, fill specific ecological
niches; the competitive exclusion principle postulates that no two species can occupy
the same niche in the same environment for an extended period of time (ACSBL023)


Keystone species play a critical role in maintaining the structure of the community;
the impact of a reduction in numbers or the disappearance of keystone species on an
ecosystem is greater than would be expected based on their relative abundance or
total biomass (ACSBL024)



Ecological succession involves changes in the populations of species present in a
habitat; these changes impact the abiotic and biotic interactions in the community,
which in turn influence further changes in the species present and
their population size (ACSBL026)



Human activities (for example, over-exploitation, habitat destruction, monocultures,
pollution) can reduce biodiversity and can impact on the magnitude, duration and
speed of ecosystem change (ACSBL028)

HISTORY

Key messages of this exhibition can be applied to discussion points of the History
curriculum content below
YEAR 10
Historical Knowledge and Understanding
The globalising world
 Responses of governments, including the Australian Government, and international
organisations to environmental threats since the 1960s, including deforestation and
climate change (ACDSEH128)

GEOGRAPHY

Key messages of this exhibition can be applied to discussion points of the
Geography curriculum content below
YEAR 9-10
Geographical Knowledge and Understanding
Biomes and food security
 Human alteration of biomes to produce food, industrial materials and fibres, and the
use of systems thinking to analyse the environmental effects of these alterations
(ACHGK061)
 Environmental, economic and technological factors that influence crop yields in
Australia and across the world (ACHGK062)





Challenges to food production, including land and water degradation, shortage of
fresh water, competing land uses, and climate change, for Australia and other areas
of the world (ACHGK063)
The capacity of the world’s environments to sustainably feed the projected future
global population (ACHGK064)

Environmental change and management
 Human-induced environmental changes that challenge sustainability (ACHGK070)


Environmental world views of people and their implications for environmental
management (ACHGK071)

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES

Key messages of this exhibition can be applied to discussion points of the Design
and Technologies curriculum content below
YEARS 5-6
Design & Technologies Knowledge and Understanding
Examine how people in design and technologies occupations address competing
considerations, including sustainability in the design of products, services, and environments
for current and future use (ACTDEK019)

