
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       February 2005    

Happy New Year and Welcome to 2005! 
First of all, we would like to say Happy New Year to everyone.  The planning for the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Cultures Centre has made excellent progress over the last year.  2004 saw the planning 
research stages of the project completed.  Eight curators travelled throughout over Queensland visiting 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities to gather unique stories and information for the centre.  
Interviews, photos and video footage were collected from missions, communities, towns and cities.  In 2005 we 
will see the design construction of the Centre come together.  The Queensland Museum’s very talented design 
and exhibition team have been very busy planning, designing and building the actual exhibition space.  We are 
waiting in anticipation to see the final result, and can’t wait for everyone to visit and experience the Centre.  
The Cultures Centre opening is planned for December 2005. 

Designing the Cultures Centre by 
Kevin O’Brien 
 
The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cultures 
Centres project has provided an interesting insight into 
the culture of the Queensland Museum at large. I have 
been fortunate enough to work with a number of 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous people during the 
course of the project to date that, although coming from 
different perspectives and expertise, share high 
expectations come opening day. Because of this 
shared common goal I am certain that the design and 
curatorial team will rise to the challenge.  

 
 

 
I am also pleased to report that decisions in regards to 
the Concept Design have been made in consensus 
with the various levels of the Queensland Museum 
personnel a sure way to ensure proper ownership of 
this project. The brief is based on three functional 
areas, the Exhibition, the Resource Area, and the Open 

Access Collection. The Concept Design that is currently 
being developed bases the Exhibition area on a series 
of drums or cylinders that contain a mixture of 
multimedia, artefact and photographic items in a 
dynamic way. An amount of successful exploratory 
work has commenced into this concept due to its 
unique approach.  The Resource Area and Open 
Access Collection also hold a few surprises for the 
future, but it would be ruining the experience to give it 
all away now – you’ll just have to come and see it! 

 
Visiting Western Queensland by 
Carolyn Martin 
 
In November last year, Olivia Robinson, Gary Cranitch, 
(Museum Photographer), and myself visited Roma, 
Mitchell, Charleville and Mount Tabor Station as part of 
our research for the Cultures Centre.  During our visit, 
we spoke to and interviewed a number of Community 
Elders and people about the Cultures Centre, and 
stories that could be included in the displays.  A 
number of Community Elders and people spoke to us 
about the Mitchell, Charleville and Augathella yumbas 
and what life was like on the yumba.  We were also 
able to visit the Mitchell top and bottom yumbas and 
the Charleville yumba, and heard about the plans for 
the Mitchell bottom yumba.  We visited a Gungarri 
Cultural Language Program class in Mitchell, and 
watched the Year 4/5 students learning the Gungarri 
Language.        
 
In Charleville, we visited the Bidjara CDEP and 4RR, a 
local community radio station that provides a voice for 
Aboriginal people in the area.  We then headed up to 
Mount Tabor station near the Chesterton Ranges.  
Mount Tabor is run by the Bidjara People, and we were 
taken around some of the cultural heritage sites on the 
station.  During our visit to southwest Queensland, we 
were shown some bush foods and medicines, and also 



 
 
 
 

spoke to a number of people about their work on the 
pastoral stations around the area.  We also had the 
opportunity to see the Bidjara Dancers practising for 
their performance the next day.   
 
Olivia, Gary and I enjoyed our visit and would like to 
thank the Communities and People of southwest 
Queensland for their hospitality and taking the time to 
talk with us about the stories we are researching for the 
Cultures Centre.  Thank you also to everyone who 
gave their kind permission to record interviews and 
information, and to the Nalingu Aboriginal Corporation 
and Bidjara Aboriginal Housing and Land Corporation 
for their support of our visit.  We are hoping to feature 
some of these great stories in the Cultures Centre, and 
look forward to our next visit to southwest Queensland. 
 

 
 

Karen Russell, Station Manager 4RR, Charleville. 

 
Return to Tasmania by Olivia 
Robinson 

 
The Queensland Museum Repatriation 
Program 
 
The Queensland Museum hosted a visit in December 
2004 from Trudy Maluga, State Secretary of the 
Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre, and Annette Peardon, 
Elder, who collected two plaster casts for return to their 
country. Casts made of plaster were often taken of 
ancestral remains and live people at the turn of last 
century and are considered by communities and the 
Queensland Museum to be just as important to 
repatriate as ancestral remains. The plaster casts from 
Tasmania had been in the Museum since 1910. Trudy 
and Annette worked with Lisa Harvey, Queensland 
Museum Collection Manager, to pack the plaster casts 
for their return to Tasmania which was celebrated by a 
special community gathering in Hobart on 10 
December 2004.   
 

 
 
“We have a duty to our people to bring them home and place them to 

rest”, Trudy Maluga, State Secretary of the Tasmanian Aboriginal 
Centre, at the ceremony. 

 
 

Position Vacant – New Indigenous 
Trainee 
 
The Queensland Museum invites Aboriginal people and 
Torres Strait Islanders to apply for an Indigenous 
traineeship position at the Queensland Museum South 
Bank. The trainee will work with Curators and Collection 
staff in the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies 
area of the Cultures and Histories Program.  In 
conjunction with their training at the Queensland 
Museum, they will undertake a TAFE accredited 
Certificate 3 level course in Arts Administration.  The 
traineeship is funded by the Department of Employment 
and Training, and the Queensland Museum, under the 
Public Sector Employment Program. The position is for 
twelve months.  For those who apply, please provide a 
resume and a covering letter as to why you are 
interested in undertaking an Indigenous traineeship at 
the Queensland Museum.   
 
Applications are to be forwarded to Angelina Hurley at 
the address below.  Closing date for applications is 
Friday 11 March 2005. 

 
Our Staff 
 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Studies 
 
Olivia Robinson – Senior Curator  
Michael Quinnell – Senior Curator  
Carolyn Martin – Assistant Curator  
Angelina Hurley – Aboriginal and Torres Strait  
Islander Project Officer  
Naomi Franks – Indigenous Trainee  
Sam Toby – Indigenous Trainee  
Trish Barnard – Assistant Collection Manager  
Elverina Johnson - Researcher Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Cultures Centre  
Jenny Pilot – Researcher Aboriginal and  
Torres Strait Islander Cultures Centre  
Luke Godwin and Scott L’Oste Brown – Researchers 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cultures Centre  
Thom Blake - Researcher Aboriginal and  
Torres Strait Islander Cultures Centre  
Kevin O’Brien – Indigenous Designer 
 
Further Information 
 
If you have any queries or would like further information 
please feel free to contact us at:  
 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies  
Cultures and Histories Program 
Queensland Museum 
PO Box 3300 
South Bank  QLD  4101 
 
 
Angelina Hurley 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Project Officer 
T:  07 3840 7672   
F:  07 3846 1918 
E:  AngelinaH@qm.qld.gov.au 
 
 
 


