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Stories from Aboriginal people and Torres Strait Islanders of Queensland

Research and community consultation is continuing with great success for the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cultures
Centre. The experiences and perspectives of Aboriginal people and Torres Strait Islanders from all over Queensland are
being collected for inclusion in displays. Indigenous communities from Darnley Island to the Gold Coast, and Stradbroke
Island to Charleville have graciously and enthusiastically provided stories to the researchers and photographers working on
the project. Events such as the Coming of the Light in the Torres Strait Islands, and the Centenary Celebrations of the
Aboriginal community of Cherbourg have provided unique and exciting opportunities for the Centre. The Queensland
Museum looks forward to inviting everyone to participate and share in the many experiences and perspectives that
Aboriginal people and Torres Strait Islanders of Queensland have to offer. It's envisaged that the Centre will open in late

20065.

Congratulations Cherbourg by
Angelina Hurley

Dust, dancing and deadly cowboys were just some
unigue sights at the recent 100" Year Anniversary
Celebrations of the Aboriginal community of Cherbourg.
October 1st — 10th showcased an official week of
events in Cherbourg including, school and dormitory
reunions, a debutante ball, a centenary street parade, a
rodeo, theatrical workshops and performance
organised by actress Leah Purcell, Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander dance performances, the Golden
Oldies Dance, Murri Oke competitions and the
announcement of the ‘greatest ever’ Cherbourg football
team. Cherbourg is the oldest and largest Aboriginal
community in Queensland, and is recognised as one of
the most progressive Aboriginal communities in
Australia. Cherbourg achievements are many from its
famous sporting, singing and community celebrities like
Jeffrey ‘Mitta’ Dynevor, Harold Blair and Chris Sara, to
its agricultural ventures in the cattle, emu and dairy
industries.

Researcher Angelina Hurley and photographer Jeff
Wright spent the week researching and recording
information and stories with the kind permission and
enthusiasm of the people of Cherbourg. We would like
to sincerely thank the Cherbourg Aboriginal Council,
the community and Elders, for allowing us to take part
in their celebrations. Special thanks go to Aunty Ada
Simpson and Sandra Morgan as the organisers of the
centenary events. We look forward to developing some
of your fantastic stories to display in our new Cultures
Centre.
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Children at the Cherbourg Centenary Celebrations October 2004

Deadly Designer

The Queensland Museum is very excited to announce
the commencement of an Indigenous Designer as part
of the development of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Cultures Centre. Kevin O'Brien is a
Kaurareg/Meriam Mir man from the Torres Strait
Islands in northern Queensland. Kevin along with
Dillon Kombumerri a Yugembir man from Stradbroke
Island, and Alison Page a Tharawal woman from NSW,
make up the Merrima Design team.

Merrima is an association of Indigenous designers who
have worked together on projects concerning
Indigenous contexts since 1995. Kevin is one of six
Indigenous architecture graduates in Australia. He has
endeavored to promote the architectural profession
within communities and, through the projects of
Merrima, demonstrated the need for the inclusion of
regionally specific cultural knowledge in the
architectural design and construction processes. This
consideration has been a defining feature of their
projects to date, particularly the Aboriginal Medical
Service, Redfern (2004), the Indigenous Art and Adult
Studies Centre, Moree (2002), the Multi-Purpose
Health Service, Wilcannia (2002), and the Acmena
Juvenile Justice Centre, Grafton (1999). Kevin lives
and works from Brisbane where he is also completing a
M.Phil at the University of Queensland.

Alison Page, Dillon Koombermerri, and Kevin O’Brien

‘The opportunity to work on such an important cultural project is an
exciting prospect. It is even more inspiring to be involved with the
Queensland Museum’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander staff and
advisors in the creation of the Cultures Centre project. On behalf of
the Merrima Design team, we look forward to contributing to a unique
project that will proudly showcase the depth and strength of our
Aboriginal and Islander cultures in Queensland.’




Stradbroke Island Repatriation by
Olivia Robinson

On 16 October 2004, Elders, community members,
descendents, and friends of Kombumerri People and
Quandamooka People gathered at Myora Cemetery on
North Stradbroke Island for a ceremony to re-inter
ancestral remains returned from the Queensland
Museum. Officiated by Ms Evelyn Parkin, the ceremony
marked the return to country of the ancestral remains
uncovered at Jumpinpin over 100 years ago. The
Queensland Museum worked with both cultural groups
who have links to Jumpinpin on the joint repatriation
over a period of several months. Mrs Margaret Iselin,
Quandamooka Elder, and Mrs Patricia O’Connor,
Kombumerri Elder, were instrumental in organising the
ceremony. The joint repatriation of ancestral remains is
one way of ensuring that ancestral remains are
returned to country even where there may be more
than one cultural group involved. | am pleased and
honoured to have worked with both Margaret and
Patricia, and other members of the community to assist
this repatriation to occur and give the ancestral remains
from Jumpinpin a dignified resting place.

Repatriation Ceremony Stradbroke Island
Visiting the Big Smoke

The Menmuny Museum in Yarrabah, far north
Queensland, has recently gained two Indigenous
trainees. Shirley Tranby and Wendy Sammons have
just joined the field of Indigenous workers within the
museum area. Their training will be with the Menmuny
Museum for one year. Queensland Arts Council
funding enabled them to visit several collecting
institutions in Brisbane including the Queensland
Museum, Queensland Art Gallery and Queensland
State Library, the Yugambeh Museum in Beenleigh, the
Darling Downs Small Museums Conference and the
Cobb & Co Museum in Toowoomba. This enabled
them to experience and learn about the different
aspects of museum work and other institutions.

Shirley Tranby and Wendy Sammons

‘Hi, my name is Wendy Sammons. I'm from
Yarrabah in far north Queensland. I'm presently a
trainee at the Menmuny Museum in Yarrabah and am
here in Brisbane on a 5 days introduction to
museums. My time at the Queensland Museum has
been exciting and fun and | have enjoyed taking part
in the tasks and meeting new people.’

‘Hello, my name is Shirley Tranby. | am a Birri Gubba
woman from North Queensland I'm presently a
trainee at the Menmuny Museum in Yarrabah. | have

learnt about accessioning artifacts, and photos to go
in the Queensland Museums collection.’
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Further Information

If you have any queries or would like further
information please feel free to contact us at:

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies
Cultures and Histories Program
Queensland Museum

PO Box 3300

South Bank QLD 4101

Angelina Hurley

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Project Officer
T: 07 3840 7672

F: 07 3846 1918

E: AngelinaH@gm.qld.gov.au



