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Gari ina nami
An Indigenous welcome to Queensland Museum South Bank

On Friday September 17 Queensland Museum South Bank will open its new foyer. As part of the initial steps
towards the development of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cultures Centre, the Queensland Museum
recognises the importance of having an Indigenous presence at the front of the Museum as well as inside. It was
suggested during the Queensland Museum’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Consultative Committee
(QMATSICC) workshop that the use of the song Gari ina nami would be appropriate as the welcome. After much
research and consultation the Cultures Centre researchers have gained an overall agreement for the use of the
song as a welcome song. In the near future the words Gari ina nami will be placed on the windows of the new
foyer. The song will be able to be heard over a speaker system as you enter. Its history and examples of the
words will be displayed on a plague at the entrance.

Visiting Community

Research and community consultation is
continuing with great success. This newsletter
showcases the work of our researchers working in
north and central Queensland.

Report from Cape York Peninsula by
Trish Johnson

In August | travelled to three communities in North
Queensland accompanied by Gary Cranitch,
Photographer for the Queensland Museum. We
met with Elders and community members to
present and research information relating to
stories and ideas for the Cultures Centre. Each
community was very supportive of the Cultures
Centre. We were privileged to interview
community members who willingly told their
stories. Footage of these interviews will be
supported by a display of objects, personalising
the exhibition space. We also visited Aurukun to
discuss stories relating to the unique ceremonial
sculptures made by the Wik and Kugu peoples.

In east Cape York we met with artists from
Hopevale who had painted a large group of barks
held in the collection. Our visit to the Murray
Upper community involved Elders who helped
identify designs on shields held in the Museum’s
collection which are from the Cairns region.
We appreciated all the enthusiasm and support
from each community and look forward to
developing an informed display that reflects the
diversity of peoples from across Cape York
Peninsula.

Alberta Hornsby and Trish Johnson

Maiem Jenny Pilot

The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cultures
Centre team is very excited to welcome another
researcher on board. Jenny Pilot is a member of
the Seisarem Clan of Erub (Darnley Island),
Eastern Torres Strait. She is an arts consultant
and cultural heritage researcher currently based in
Townsville. Jenny’s professional background is in
the area of commonwealth arts program
management and cultural policy development.
She is a former Australian Fulbright Scholar to the
United States conducting research in the area of
repatriation of ancestral remains and objects of
cultural significance to Indigenous communities
and the formation of cultural revitalisation
movements.

Jenny has an active interest in the promotion of
Indigenous arts and the accurate recording of
Indigenous history, particularly from Indigenous
perspectives. She is also a member of the Boards
of the Queensland Indigenous Arts Marketing and
Export Agency (QIAMEA) and the Queensland
Performing Arts Centre (QPAC), Southbank.



Jenny Pilot is collecting historical perspectives
from members of the Torres Strait Islander
community residing in Townsville. Townsville has
been an important social, cultural, political and
academic centre for Torres Strait Islanders for
many decades. The experiences retold for the
Cultures Centre aim to celebrate their
achievements, present their diverse perspectives
and educate the wider community and other
Indigenous people on the diversity of Torres Strait
Islander history and society.

Jenny Pilot, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Researcher,
Townsville.

Coming of the Light Festival

Torres  Strait  Islander  experiences and
perspectives are being gathered from the Torres
Strait, Townsville, Cairns and Brisbane. Aunty
Jianna Richardson together with Michael Quinnell
and Museum photographer Gary Cranitch
travelled to the Torres Strait to attend the 133"
anniversary celebration of the Coming of the Light
at Kemus on Erub (Darnley Island) on the 1% of
July this year.

There is no celebration more uniquely linked to the
Torres Strait than the Coming of the Light. ‘July
One’ is a day when Torres Strait Islanders of all
denominations wherever they may live, come
together to honour the anniversary of the arrival of
the gospel in the Torres Strait. It is a day like no
other in Australia. Gary's images and video for
the Cultures Centre will convey the dignity, colour
and exuberant spirit of the Torres Strait Islander
community on a day when Ailan Kastom shines
brilliantly. Michael and Gary also will be attending
the Cultural Festival on Thursday Island in
September.

Mrs Loiko Baker, Michael Quinnell and Aunty Jianna
Richardson at the Coming of the Light on Festival on Erub
(Darnley Island).

Goodbye Phil and Rosie

The Queensland Museum Repatriation
Program

The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander area of
the Queensland Museum says goodbye this
month to Phillip and Rosemary Connors. Phil
and Rosie have been the Consultants for the
Queensland Museum’s Repatriation Program
since October 2001. After four years of
dedication and hard work Rosie and Phil have
successfully undertaken consultation  with
Aboriginal and  Torres  Strait Islander
Communities all over Queensland. The
Queensland Museums repatriation program has
been in operation since 1990, returning over 350
secret sacred objects and ancestral remains,
just under half of which were done by Phil and
Rosie. From all the staff we would like to thank
Rosie and Phil for their hard work and wish them
all the best for the future. You will be missed.

Our Staff

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Studies

Olivia Robinson — Senior Curator

Michael Quinell — Senior Curator

Carolyn Martin — Assistant Curator

Angelina Hurley — Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Project Officer

Trish Johnson — Assistant Collection Manager
Elverina Johnson - Researcher Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Cultures Centre

Jenny Pilot — Researcher Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Cultures Centre

Naomi Franks — Indigenous Trainee

Sam Toby — Indigenous Trainee

Further Information

If you have any queries or would like further
information please feel free to contact us at:

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies
Cultures and Histories Program
Queensland Museum

PO Box 3300

South Bank QLD 4101

Angelina Hurley

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Project
Officer

T: 07 3840 7672

F: 07 3846 1918

E: AngelinaH@gm.qgld.gov.au



