
Queensland Museum Refugee Loans Kit

A Journal of Understanding
Refugee Cultural Studies

Suggested Learning Outcomes

Culture and Identity 

CI 5.2 Students devise practical and informed strategies that respond to the impact of particular perceptions
of cultural groups held by a community.

CI 5.3 Students share their sense of belonging to a group to analyse cultural aspects that construct their
identities.

CI 5.4 Students describe how governments have caused changes to particular groups.

CI 5.5 Students express how dominant and marginalised identities are constructed by the media and other
influences.

Systems Resources and Power

SRP 5.3 Students use a structured decision-making process to suggest participatory action regarding a
significant current environmental, business, political or legal issue.

Time Continuity and Change

TCC 5.3 Students collaborate to locate and systematically record information about contributions of people
in diverse settings.

Purpose and Overview
Activities help students develop understandings about the refugee journey and the diversity of issues related
to seeking refuge and settling into new homes and countries. Students develop knowledge of and empathy
for other cultures and lifestyles by actively engaging with real Queensland refugee stories and participating
in the sharing of experiences and stories within their class, family and broader community.

Students explore refugee rights and the legal and political history of these rights, while also using phases of
inquiry to explore how Australian communities, governments and other agencies support the rights of refugees.

These explorations/investigations will be made through a range of media, including picture books, newspaper
articles, visual diaries, autobiographies and simulated immigration role-plays. Such activities and resources
encourage students to share points of view, feelings and ideas and build upon their own knowledge regarding
refugee journeys.

Students will create news reports which analyse the values that underpin particular dialogues regarding
refugees. Students will also initiate, plan and manage a community refugee advocacy project.
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Assessment

The assessment opportunities outlined are examples of how to assess students’ demonstrations of the
identified learning outcomes. However, the learning sequence is a suggestion only, and negotiation with
students is important at all points, including planning both the learning aims and outcomes. You may wish
to negotiate different ways of demonstrating the core learning outcomes outlined with students or to modify
them according to a student’s individual needs. The amount of time needed to demonstrate particular outcomes
will vary from student to student.

The activities are designed for middle school students who are working towards demonstrating level 5 learning
outcomes. Assessment opportunities may need to be modified or created to enable students to demonstrate
core learning outcomes before or after this level.

An example of an assessment task is given at the end of this unit.

Background Information

Terminology

Students will need to understand these terms in the context of the activities and 
learning explorations in this unit:

Asylum seekers:

Asylum seekers are people who has fled their own country for fear of persecution, 
and who have sought sanctuary/asylum in another country.  

Internally displaced person (IDP):

Internally displaced people are people who have fled their homes in fear of persecution or
conflict, or because of natural disasters, but who are still within their own country's borders.
Although their own Government is responsible for them, it may be either unable or unwilling
to assist them. IDPs can only come under international protection if their government sanctions
for this to happen and consequently allows assistance groups and projects access to these
people.

Migrant:

A migrant is someone who has chosen to leave their own country and has been accepted
by another country for settlement. Often migrants choose to leave to improve their circumstances
or reunite with family. They are free to return to their country of origin.

People of concern

Refugees, asylum seekers, stateless people and returnees are people of concern and are
protected under the mandate of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.

Pacific Solution:

The Pacific Solution was the name given to the Australian Government policy of diverting
asylum seekers to detention camps on small island nations in the Pacific Ocean, rather than
allowing them to land on the Australian mainland. The policy was developed in response to
the 2001 ‘Tampa Affair’.

Refugee:

A person who is outside their country and cannot return owing to a well-founded fear of
persecution because of their race, religion, nationality, political opinion or membership of a
particular social group.
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Returnees:

Refugees who have been able to return home after conflict has ended. They have usually
returned to a situation of relative stability where basic infrastructures have been or are being
built. A large number of refugees have returned to Afghanistan over the past five years.

State:

In international law, a state is an entity which has supreme political and legal autonomy over
a given geographical area or territory. In general usage, the term 'state' is usually synonymous
with 'country'.

Stateless:

A person not considered to be a national of any state. Stateless people include those who
have been unable to claim a new nationality with the creation of new states, and those denied
citizenship altogether, for example, some minority groups or children of parents of mixed
origin, or children born in a country other than their parents' country of origin.

Tampa Affair:

The MV Tampa is a Norwegian cargo ship that was at the centre of a diplomatic dispute
between Australia, Norway and Indonesia off the coast of Christmas Island. On 24th August
2001, a 20-metre wooden fishing boat, the Palapa, with 460 mainly Afghan asylum seekers
became stranded about 140 km north of Christmas island. The Tampa came to their aid and
consequently requested permission to take the asylum seekers to Christmas Island for
medical assistance. Australia refused permission for the Tampa to dock and release the
rescuees. Christmas island at the time was part of Australia’s migration zone, which entitled
the asylum seekers once on the Island to apply to Australia for asylum. The incident became
a national and international issue and as a result the Australian Government changed migration
zone policies and implemented the ‘Pacific Solution’.

Unauthorised arrivals

The term most commonly used by the Australian Government's Department for Immigration
and Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs (DIMIA) for people who arrive in Australia without a
valid visa. Under the Migration Amendment Act 2001 the correct legal term is 'unlawful non-
citizens'. Under Australian law they must be detained until removed from Australia or granted
a visa.

Considerations
Please consider the learning group when using the resources.

Some groups may contain people of refugee background. Materials should be dealt with
sensitively, with an awareness of the difficulties that arise when dealing with personal and
emotive issues.

Groups often include people from diverse cultural and language backgrounds. For further
information about dealing with cultural diversity in an education context you may wish to
refer to:

• the Education Queensland website for cultural and language Diversity in Education
and relevant policies and guidelines for inclusive curriculum

• the Queensland Catholic Education Commission website for Education for a
Multicultural Society.
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Equity Considerations
Activities take place in a supportive environment. They provide opportunities for students
to increase their understanding and appreciation of equity through valuing diversity and
challenging inequities. Activities encourage students to:

-begin to appreciate the diversity of peoples, cultures, societies and environments in Australia
and the world

-gain knowledge and understanding of a variety of cultures through story-sharing, research
and consultation

-develop empathy and respect for diverse viewpoints others may have about an event, policy,
custom or historiography

-consider the contribution that all people from a variety of cultures and journeys to Australia
have made to Australian society

-identify and challenge, with assistance, stereotypical views of refugees and the cultures
from which refugees have come in particular those relating to ‘Asia’ , ‘Africa’ and the ‘Middle
East’

-explore government policies on migrants and refugees and their impact on communities

-explore government policies and actions regarding refugees and their impact on Australia’s
reputation in the wider international community

-develop knowledge and dispositions that support refugee advocacy strategies.

Links
Possible links to English:

Level 5 (encompasses cultural, operational and critical strands):

Reading and Viewing

Students develop an awareness of a range of purposes for reading and viewing texts
and in particular the purposes behind particular texts representing refugees.

Students identify and use a variety of text types when reading and viewing a range
of multimodal texts to research a refugee issue.

Students recognise and identify how textual representations of refugees could have
been constructed differently if a different set of assumptions had been operating.

Writing and Shaping

Students construct a news article about refugees with subject matter that is challenging
and shows an understanding of the effect of context, purpose and audience on texts.

Students adapt news articles in ways that are likely to appeal to and influence different
audiences.

Students write and shape reports, news articles and presentations showing an
awareness and control of a variety of generic conventions and textual features.

Speaking and Listening

Students judge whether subject matter in a variety of spoken and multimodal texts
is effective for intended purpose/s and appropriate for audience/s.

Students construct a presentation that shows control of a variety of generic and textual
features.
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Students develop presentations and spoken tasks that show an awareness of how textual
representations of people, places, events and concepts are produced via selective choices
which position listeners.

Possible links to The Arts:

DR 5.1 Students collaboratively select and use, elements and conventions appropriate to
improvisations and role-plays.

DR 5.2 Students present selected roles using performance skills appropriate to improvisations
and role-plays.

Activities
The appendix pages contain activities outlined in the suggested phases of learning and
activities table on pages 2, 3 and 4. They are presented in a suggested learning sequence.
The following page contains extension activities referred to in the tables on pages 2-4.

Suggested Extension Activities Pages
Below are some additional activities you may wish to do during this unit:

Picture Book Activity

Get students to read picture books about refugee issues. The kit includes an example, titled
The Colour of Home by Mary Hoffman. This picture book explores how it feels for children
when starting again in new countries far from what they are used to. Students could:

• read this after the activity using John’s Visual Diary to illustrate a possible sequence
of events and emotional impacts for refugee children

• develop a picture book as part of integrated English/SOSE assessment. This would
include researching a particular area of the refugee journey as well as developing
knowledge and skills regarding picture books.

Way of Life Activity

Have students read the two books provided in the kit My Extended Family-The Sudanese
Way of Life and Living in a Foreign Land-Leaving Vietnam Behind by Rita Faelli. Students
could:

• interview a family in their local community and create a booklet on the family’s way
of life

• draw out similarities between their lifestyle and other lifestyles

• prepare a classroom feast with dishes from a variety of cultures within their class and
community. Invite family and community members in to give cooking lessons

• foster a ‘Keeping Traditions’ program throughout one term. Invite community
members/groups in to support multicultural traditions/practices. (For example a ‘thai
cuc quyen’ session of Vietnamese ‘slow kung fu’, a Chinese Tai Chi session, an African
drumming session, a belly dancing class, a lesson on basket weaving, a sumo wrestling
session etc. While some critics might suggest this approach stereotypes cultures, it
is the strong dedication of communities to fostering traditions in new lands that makes
some activities more easily recognisable than others.)
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Include a Film

Get students to view some films in this unit. Some examples are already provided in the
suggested reading list. Alternatively hold a film festival and celebrate cultural diversity over
the term. Offer a film from a different country once a week at lunchtime-with popcorn!!!
(Students could vote for films and create the schedule and tickets and host the lunchtime
events. You could charge a gold coin for non-class members and at the end of term donate
it to a refugee organisation in your region).

A helpful website to guide your choices is http://www.nfsa.afc.gov.au. Or take tips for
organising a festival from Asia Education Foundation resources. In particular from the following
website — htttp://www.asiaeducation.edu.au/public_html/scope_sequence.htm

Cartoon Activity

(highlighted in the Tuning In Phase of the suggested learning sequence and activities
table)

Use the ‘Many of Us Have Come from Somewhere Else’ cartoon as a template (make paper
copies) and get students to place bullet points under each parent and grandparent heading
and complete their own family tree. Hold a class discussion on the cultural diversity within
the class and the ways and reasons people have come to live in Australia.

Refugee Camp Activities

(highlighted in the Going Further Phase of the suggested learning sequence and activities
table)

Involve students in refugee camp simulations by going to virtual refugee camp sites. These
sites are:

http://www.msf.ca/refugeecamp

http://www.cbc.ca/news/background/refugeecamp

Such activities allow students a variety of learning experiences such as:

• seeing the set up and needs within a camp via a virtual tour

• experiencing the restriction and poverty present in refugees’ lives

• gaining a broader awareness of the medical, safety and hygiene issues in refugee camps

• experiencing current statistics on refugee numbers, needs and international projects.

Students may wish to do the activity of setting up a camp and considering the needs of
managing a camp available on the msf website under teacher resources.

Pacific Solution Activity

Involve students in exploring the Pacific Solution.

• Ask students to brainstorm what they think Australia’s Pacific Solution Policy may
be. (Perhaps you might ask them if they have ever heard the term ‘solution’ in any
government policies throughout history.)

• Promote students to discuss what the term ‘solution’ is usually applied to. (Here
students could explore the idea that refugees are seen by some as a problem).

• Help students to develop an understanding of the event in context by providing a
written definition and a timeline. Discuss and read about the Tampa Affair and link
the two.

• Provide students with a variety of articles and letters to the editor that discusses
the Pacific Solution. Ask students to investigate the articles and complete a double
entry journal on two articles that take differing positions. Then hold a class discussion
on student responses.
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Double Entry Journal

Asylum Seeker Activities

Students could do the following activities:

• Explore the issues and myths surrounding the issue of asylum seekers locally and
internationally.

• Give students the definition of asylum seeker. Ask them to create a spidergram of
why people take the option of becoming asylum seekers.

• Get students to read/reread Faiza Qallandar and Towfiq Al-Qady’s stories about
being asylum seekers in the kit. Discuss the issues that arise for people who
become asylum seekers.

• Develop a list of words people use when describing asylum seekers. Start
groups/students off with some examples such as queue jumpers, illegal immigrants
etc. Develop a myth-busting exercise for students using a variety of resources to
dispute these myths. The UNHRC website would be a strong reference for an
activity such as this.

Object-based Learning Activities

Allow students to explore and investigate culture and refugee issues through objects.

• Use the objects in the kit to allow students to explore the material culture of several
of the case study countries which have or have had large populations of refugees.
Create an in-class exhibition. Allow students to add to it by bringing items from
the varying cultures in their home/history.

• Use the task cards provided in the kit. These have a variety of activities which give
students an opportunity to investigate issues across different cultures and regarding
refugees. These tasks range from developing inquiries into why developing countries
have small ecological footprints, exploring the similarities of dress and toys across
cultures, to participating in traditional practices that new Australians have brought
to Australia when settling in their new communities.

• Let students conduct an object analysis ( use worksheets available at the Queensland
Museum Magnet School’s website http:mms.eq.edu.au).This activity enables
students to reflect on cultural practices and identities by exploring the work and
customs that are associated with material objects.
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Support materials and references
Alexander, D. and Rouen, M. 1999, Heinemann SOSE for Queensland Book 1, Reed International Books, Port
Melbourne, Vic.

Faelli, R. 2006, Living in a Foreign Land: Leaving Vietnam Behind, Blake Education, South Victoria.

Faelli, R. 2006, My Extended Family: the Sudanese Way of Life, Blake Education, South Victoria.

Halliday, M.A.K and Hasan, Ruqaiya 1985, Language, Context and Text: Aspects of Language in a Social-
Semiotic Perspective, Deakin University Press, Melbourne.

Hamston, J. and Murdock, K. 2004, Australia Kaleidoscope, Curriculum Corporation, South Victoria.

Hoffman, M. and Littlewood, K. 2002, The Colour of Home, Frances Lincoln Limited, London.

Medicines San Frontieres. 2002, Border Stories: An Exhibition To Bring Refugees Home, France.

Signh, M. 1988, ‘Becoming Socially Critical: Literacy Knowledge and Counter Construction’, Australian Journal
of Reading, Vol. 11, No3, pp.155-164.

Films

Protected Not Punished, directed by Judy Rymer (2004), Australia (available through Ronin Films).

Children of Tibet, directed by Melinda Wearne (2003), Australia (available through Ronin Films).

Floating Life, directed by Clara Law (1996), Australia (available through ACMI).

Kits

Finucan, J. 2006, Journey of Understanding- Refugee Cultural Studies, Queensland Museum Loans.

Refugee Organisations Contacts

Access Inc
21 Station Road
Woodridge Qld 4114
Phone: 0738089299

Access Inc runs the Logan and Beenleigh Migrant Resource Centre. This centre provides training and settlement
support for refugees in living in these areas.

Anglicare Refugee and Migrant Services
101a Watson Street
Camp Hill Qld 4152
Brisbane
Phone: 0733953114

The Anglicare Refugee and Migrant Services Centre prepare migrants for work through training and work
experience, while also providing help with English and resettlement issues.

Milpera State High School
Parker Street
Chelmer Qld 4068
Phone: 0733795588

Is a secondary school which provides English language, high school preparation and settlement services to
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newly arrived immigrant students.

Multicultural Development Association (MDA)
Level 2, 57 Old Cleveland Road
Stones Corner Qld 4120
Phone: 0733949300

Refugee Claimants Centre

http:www.refugee.org

Provides information and resources on refugee situations and stories.

Websites

(All websites were accessed between February and June 2006.)

BBC News

http://news.bbc.co.uk

This site is a great resource for keeping students aware of current global events. This website also provides
a variety of versions of international events/situations.

Bringing Multicultural Studies into Queensland Classrooms

http://www.multiculturalaustralia.edu.au

This site provides a myriad of resources for teachers and students focusing on multicultural issues in the
SOSE classroom. Some great areas are the lessons on ‘multicultural Australia’ and the ‘We are all boat people’
lesson, as well as multicultural timelines.

CBC News

http://www.cbc.ca/news/background/refugeecamp/

One very useful resource in this website is the anatomy of a refugee camp, which allows students to take a
virtual tour around a camp. Such an activity allows students not only to identify the needs of a camp under
international law but gain a sense of the restriction and isolation that is often referred to in refugee stories.

Medecins Sans Frontières – (Doctors Without Borders)

http://www.msf.org

Provides the latest statistics and news on the health and living situations of refugees in particular countries
and camps. The countries section gives detailed political histories.

This website also contains an in-depth focus on refugee camps.

Museum Magnet Schools

http://mms.eq.edu.au

The museum education resources section contains oral history interview resources which students may wish
to use in the ‘Tuning In’ and ‘Finding Out’ Phases.

Oxfam Australia

http://www.oxfam.org.au/

This site contains a fact sheet on Sudan that can be used in association with the Refugee kit’s learning cards.
It also provides a range of campaign ideas and actions students may wish to access during assessment
tasks.
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Pitt Rivers Museum

http://www.southernsudan.prm.ox.ac.uk/index.php

This Museum contains a very large Sudanese artefact and photograph collection which can be used throughout
the unit.

UNHRC- The UN Refugee Agency

http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/utx/home

This site provides a range of resources on refugee issues. The section on protecting refugees and international
law is a useful resource for this unit. http:www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/teix/vtx/protect?id=3b8fe3f13

The National Centre for History – Commonwealth History Project

http://www.hyperhistory.org/

This project/site contains materials dealing with the theme of “Australian Identity” including teaching and
learning units related to refugees/immigration issues in the 1950s.

Other useful sites

http://www.civiccitizenship.edu.au

http://www.amnesty.org.au

http://www.amnesty.org.au/Act_now/campaigns/refugees
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